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CULTIVATION OF TEA IN ASSAM. 

The Gold Medal was awarded to Mr. C. A. Bruce, 
for Ms meritorious Services in discovering the Indige- 
nous Tea-Tracts, and cultivating and preparing Tea in 
Assam. 

From the time that tea first became known in European 
commerce until a very recent period, it was universally 
believed that the plant which produced it was indigenous 
to China alone, and there was a general impression, that 
the advantages possessed by that country in the peculiar 
soil and climate to which nature had adapted the consti- 
tution of the tea-plant, joined to the industrious habits of 
the people and the low price of labour, would secure to 
the Chinese, for an indefinite period, the monopoly of the 
tea- trade. But the vast and increasing consumption of 
an article which has become almost a necessary of life in 
this country, and the peculiar circumstances attending our 
intercourse with China, made it a question of the first 
importance whether the culture of the tea -plant might 
not be successfully introduced into our own colonies. 

To promote so desirable an object, the Society have, 
for nearly twenty years, offered their gold medal for the 
best account of the methods followed in China in culti- 
vating and preparing tea, and a similar premium for 
cultivating it in any British colony or possession. 

Within the last few years this important question has 
been solved, and the introduction of tea -culture happily 
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accomplished, under the auspices of the East India Com- 
pany, in the valley of Assam, where the true tea -plant of 
China is found to he indigenous. 

From the Report of the Committee of the House of 
Commons on the cultivation of the tea -plant in British 
India,* it appears that the discovery of the tea -tracts and 
the subsequent successful cultivation and preparation of 
tea have been chiefly owing to the exertions of Mr. Bruce, 
and for his eminent services in accomplishing an object 
which the Society had so long endeavoured to promote, 
they have awarded him their gold medal. The value 
which they attach to his services is further shewn by their 
having bestowed this testimonial wholly unsolicited by 
that gentleman, and, indeed, without having received any 
direct communication from him. 

* Ordered to be printed February 17, 1839. 



